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FULBRIGHT AWARD FOSTERS UM, BOTSWANA EXCHANGE 
MISSOULA—
A Fulbright Alumni Initiatives Award will reunite University of Montana Professor 
James Gannon and colleagues from the University of Botswana.
Alumni Initiatives Awards aim to extend the Fulbright mission by providing 
institutional grants lor innovative projects that foster sustainable relationships between home 
and host institutions.
Gannon, who teaches in the Division of Biological Sciences at UM, was a Fulbright 
scholar at the University of Botswana in 1998-1999. While there, he taught environmental 
microbiology classes and did research in the Okavango delta.
"The Okavango is the largest inland delta in the world," Gannon said. "The Okavango 
River comes out of Angola, and it flows into the Kalahari Desert. As it meets the desert, it 
fans out into a broad wetlands. It’s one of the most beautiful places in the world with one of 
the largest collections of wildlife."
Gannon’s new project, "International Collaborative Research and Curriculum 
Development in Applied Ecology," includes a research model designed to look at the delta’s 
ecology. The alumni award will bring a faculty member and graduate student from the 
University of Botswana to Montana to work with Gannon and UM graduate student Philip 
Ramsey to further develop the research model. Then Gannon and Ramsey will travel to 
Botswana to help set up research equipment and instruments. Besides learning more about the 
Okavango delta, Gannon hopes to discover how research interests at the University of
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Botswana and UM overlap. The award also will allow UM’s Division of Biological Sciences 
faculty to help the University of Botswana develop a master’s program in applied ecology.
The University of Botswana is a national university established in 1982. It has emerged 
in a few short years as a strong educational presence throughout Botswana and southern 
Africa.
"UB has a mixed faculty — many who weren’t born there but live there and call it their 
home," Gannon said. "So they know how to integrate faculty and students from across the 
world into a curriculum."
Gannon said UM will explore the University of Botswana model of curriculum 
development. UM also hopes to develop a faculty exchange program with the university, he 
said.
Funding from the alumni award also will bring an administrator from the University of 
Botswana to Montana to meet with University of Montana President George Dennison. They 
will discuss a structure to maintain long-term, mutually beneficial interaction between the two 
universities.
"I believe projects such as the one initiated by Professor Gannon have great potential to 
help us internationalize the curriculum to the benefit of all students," Dennison said. "Quite 
clearly, this model of bringing faculty and students together to integrate curricula across 
national boundaries and assist our countries in solving real world problems will make a 
difference."
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